KELSBORROW CHOIR
COMMITTEE MEETING held on Thursday 7th August 2025 at 33 Peel Hall Lane Ashton Hayes
MINUTES
Present: Elaine Campey (Chair), Christine Tickell, Janice Anderson, Jim Edwards, Alistair Cowley, Lynne Cowley, Heather Oulton, Alan Burgess, Carol Carr, John Evans.
1. Apologies:   Margrett Barnes, Sue Witter
2. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 26th June 2025 were accepted and signed.
3. Matters arising: 
a. Jim was asked to inform Miggs that she had been elected a Life Member of the Choir.
b. Alan said that he was looking to sell the old keyboard. Maybe we could recoup £250.00 for it.
c. Elaine asked if we had used the amplifier with the new keyboard on Tuesday? No. Alan needs to check which leads are needed to connect the two together.
d. Lynne noted that the damper pedal supplied with the new keyboard isn’t sufficiently robust; We need to purchase an alternative.
4.  Correspondence: No correspondence of note had been received since the last meeting.
5. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather presented the accounts.
a. The hall hire has been paid up until the end of June.
b. Elaine settled her “debts” for book sales.
c. John enquired whether new members pay for the whole of the year or only pro rata? Pro rata. 
d. The accounts were approved.
6.  Social Group Report: 
a. In Margrett’s absence there wasn’t a social group report.
7. Publicity Group: Carol provided a report on behalf of the publicity group. Noting that two meetings had been held.
a. Recruitment:  The group were considering what methods of communication should be used to pursue new recruits? Ask the body of the Choir, why did you join? Given the two recent concerts in Chester, five new members were in the offing, one of whom had joined us last Tuesday. Distributing posters at the concerts had generated a level of interest. The group were looking to develop social media links to raise awareness of the Choir.
b. Web site. Alan continues to manage the website and again is looking to strengthen its link, particularly to Facebook. Linking the website to FB is quite straightforward, but the reverse not so. Is there a FB expert in the Choir who could crack this?
c. Community Links: Carol noted that we now have lots of links with local community forums, web-sites and newsletters. Elaine noted that Ashton Hayes want the Choir to be on the village diary. Carol added that Alan Cope’s suggestions were already, generally being followed. Is it possible to send the agenda for future Exec meetings to the Choir so that they can add suggestions for items they wish for us to discuss?
d. 2026 Anniversary:
i. Concert. The meeting noted that we seem to be homing in on St John’s Chester as the favoured location for the concert. Christine asked why not use St John’s Ashton Hayes? Elaine believed it to be too small – the Chester venue was a more special location. Don’t use their grand piano – use our own keyboard. John added that St John’s Chester was available for any of our suggested dates in September ’26. It was agreed he should book the 12th.
ii. Dinner. Elaine stated that she had recently had a favourable experience with an event at Boughton cricket club and believed it to be a good contender for our dinner. All of the other venues we had considered were very expensive. The quality of the offering at Cheshire View was variable. It was agreed that John and Elaine would visit the cricket club to hold initial discussions. The discussion moved onto what the entertainment provision might be? Research was needed. 

8. 2025 Concerts:
a. Tarporley Methodist church. Tickets were on offer at £10.00 pp, including a drink. It was not clear what reduction was available for children. Elaine’s daughter, Sarah, would run the raffle. We would need to take £150.00 to cover our expenses. 
b. Holy Trinity. John advised the meeting that posters would be available next Tuesday. We are singing to raise funds for the church – they are celebrating their 150 year anniversary – tickets will be £5:00 each.
c. Christleton. Sue had confirmed that the church are interested in hosting the concert. Could we use it as an opportunity to raise funds for the Joshua Tree?
d. Christmas concert in Tarvin CC. It was agreed that the ticket price be held at £10.00, to include a glass of wine and a mince pie. Elaine noted that John Willis may not be available for Father Christmas – maybe Alan Wilkinson would be prepared to reprise the role?
e. Sable Cottage. Elaine advised the meeting that we have been asked to return to Sable Cottage on 22nd December to sing carols.
f. Carol Singing. Christine noted that Sainsbury’s at Ellesmere Port want for us to return – but nothing has been booked. Tarporley garden centre was always a possibility but again nothing has been arranged. The suggestion was made that maybe we could sing carols in the Golden Lion on the last Tuesday before Christmas? Elaine said she would enquire.
9. Any Other Business:
a. Choir Diary. The meeting discussed prospective dates for when the Choir would be closed. Jim agreed to produce an updated diary spreadsheet and circulate to Choir.
b. Choir Training. John proposed holding a series of training dates for the Choir – doesn’t have to be Tuesday.
c. Get to know you evening. Elaine wants to hold a social evening in the next few week, in order for the Choir to get to know John and Angie. 
d. NAC. Elaine advised the meeting that the 2026 NAC AGM would be held in our area and we have been asked to participate, along with three other choirs. 23rd March. Would Lynn be available?
e. Les Miserables. Elaine had asked if, during our anniversary year, we could have a Choir trip to London to see Les Mis? Christine pointed out that the cost of theatre tickets and the coach would render such an idea impractical.
f. Carol raised some points:
i. Could someone be responsible to ensure that the Choir banner is taken to our various concerts? John Willis was suggested as a contender.
ii. A choir member had asked if the minutes could be posted on the notice board, also is there a list of the music contained within the music library which could be circulated?
iii. Another member had requested that we ensure our music be uplifting.

10. Date of the next meeting Wednesday 17th September 2025.
