KELSBORROW CHOIR
COMMITTEE MEETING held on Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 33 Peel Hall Lane Ashton Hayes
MINUTES
Present: Elaine Campey (Chair), Christine Tickell, Janice Anderson, Jim Edwards, Alistair Cowley, Lynne Cowley, Heather Oulton, Carol Carr.
1. Apologies:   Margrett Barnes, Sue Witter, John Evans, Alan Burgess.
a. Elaine questioned why Jo Wakem isn’t asked to deputise for Sue in her absence?
2. Minutes: 
a. Carol queried minute 9, f (iii), in that several members (not just one) had expressed an interest in our music being more uplifting.  With that correction, the minutes of the meeting held on 7th August were accepted and signed.
3. Matters arising: 
a. Jim had not yet written to Miggs advising her that she had been elected a life member of the Choir.
b. In Alan’s absence we aren’t clear where the sale of the old piano was. Lynne advised that Mike Williams might know of someone who is interested.
4.  Correspondence: No correspondence of note had been received since the last meeting.
5. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather presented the accounts.
a. Heather advised that she had guessed the cost of a new battery for the defibrillator at £300.00.
b. Elaine asked what are we doing about subs for the new members? Heather advised that she invoices them pro-rata for the remaining months of the year. 
c. The Tarporley concert raised £803.35. Out of that it was agreed that we would send a cheque for £800.00 to the church.
d. Alistair asked what the entry of £12.36 for Christleton was for? Heather believed it was for printing of tickets.
e. The accounts were approved.
6.  Social Group Report: 
a. It was agreed that on 28th October we would hold another “half sing, half cake” evening.
7. Publicity Group: Carol provided a report on behalf of the publicity group. 
a. Carol provided the meeting with a summary of the points arising from the questionnaire. Can the minutes go on the website, or the notice board? It was noted by the meeting that this can only happen once the subsequent meeting had approved them. Plus, sometimes, there would need to be a sanitising of certain points if it was considered that the subject wasn’t for Choir consumption. Regarding the matter of the website, it was not known whether Alan still uploads the minutes. 
b. Carol raised the question of whether we could hang a large vinyl banner on the village hall railings announcing our activities or just inviting new members? Elaine noted that it would need permission from the VH Committee, and she would ask the question. Christine advised that the banner would cost approximately £40.00.
c. Carol asked that Jim include John in any communications with new members.
d. Christine asked that new members be given copies of the welcome pack that we used to provide. Within it is a copy of the constitution. Jim said he would get on with it.
e. Carol wants to send an email to Choir thanking them for their participation in the survey. Jim advised that Carol could use “reply to all” on any recent email that he had sent, except that there were still the details of some new members which had yet to be collected and recorded.
f. Anniversary Dinner, 2026. Elaine was keen to make progress on agreeing the details for the dinner and the concert. When and where could we hold a meeting? It was noted that the mirror room at the VH can’t be used pre-choir, as the “tappers” would be in. It was agreed that we would meet at Elaine’s at 6:00pm on Tuesday 7th October. 

8. 2025 Concerts:

a. Halton Trinity Church. The meeting believed that all arrangements were in place for this concert. It would be the same programme as that for Tarporley. There wouldn’t be a programme, nor would we be taking expenses. Christine will be organising the availability list.
b. Christleton. It was thought that John Evans is liaising with the church on this concert.
c. Christmas concert in Tarvin CC. Alan Wilkinson has agreed to return to the role of Father Christmas for this concert. Janice and Elaine were working on alterations to the suit.
d. St Peter’s, Aston. An additional Christmas concert is being considered for 19th December. 
e. Carol Singing. Christine noted that neither Tarporley Garden Centre, nor Sainsburys have dates firmed up for Carol singing. Elaine informed the meeting that she had been approached by the Nuffield Well Being Centre to see if we wanted to sing carols there, but nothing had been arranged.
9. Any Other Business:
a. Amplifier. Given the audio difficulties with the speaker, it was agreed that Alistair would investigate the acquisition of a suitable, modern, blue tooth speaker.
b. Lynne Cowley observations. Lynne expressed some reservations on a couple of matters.
i. Firstly, she had been provided with a practice music copy which needed printing at home. This raises questions of printing costs, but more importantly leaves the choir open to accusations from the PRS. The meeting agreed that Lynne needs an original, purchased copy for her use in order to practice.
ii. Lynne is also concerned about the length of time she needs to spend rehearsing these works, or whether she feels able to play the particular piece.  The meeting asked Lynne to record how long she spends rehearsing and invoice the Choir accordingly.	
c. Open Night. John had emailed the meeting with his thoughts for a come and sing event in March or April 2026. The Crucifixion was being considered for this event as it is an Easter work. The meeting was unsure as to what we would have to actually do in order to put on such an event.
d. John had also raised the possibility of a further half length concert in Hoole on Sunday 17th May or 19th July 2026. The concert this year had been well received so a repeat in 2026 was on the cards.
e. White Carol Books. More copies of this book were needed given the arrival of new members but the current prices were much higher than we had originally paid. Heather was asked to purchase 10 new copies.
f. Publicising our Concerts. Alistair asked why we don’t send our upcoming concert details to other choirs, given that we received similar advertising emails from those same choirs about their performances? To be discussed at the next Publicity meeting.

10. Date of the next meeting Thursday 30th October 2025.
