KELSBORROW CHOIR
COMMITTEE MEETING held on Thursday 14th November 2024 at 33 Peel Hall Lane Ashton Hayes
MINUTES
Present: Elaine Campey (Chair), Heather Oulton, Christine Tickell, Janice Anderson, Sue Witter, Jim Edwards, Alistair Cowley, Carol Carr, Irene Wilkinson
1. Apologies:   Margaret Corlett, Margrett Barnes, Alan Burgess
2. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 28th August 2024, were corrected to show the concert was the Christmas concert, not Weaverham, and signed.
3. Matters arising: 
a. Alistair asked if there was any news regarding the village defibrillator batteries? Christine said not.
b. Alistair further asked what happened regarding the leaflets which had been suggested for the chairs at the  Weaverham concert, advertising the Choir? Jim said that he had forgotten to produce them but they would be done for the Christmas concert.
4.  Correspondence: Elaine advised that she had heard from Ashton sings regarding the possibility of a joint concert in spring of 2025 in support of the Golden Lion Share issue. Margaret had advised that the dates of 8th, 28th, or 29th March, 15th April, were possibilities. Jim Advised that he had been asked by someone in Tarvin if we could participate in their Christmas fete?  It was noted that the date was the day before our Christmas concert so it had to be a no. Jim agreed to respond.

5. Treasurer’s Report: Heather presented the accounts. 

a. Only 52 concert tickets had been sold so far.
b. Christine noted that as reported above, no monies had been requested for the purchase of a defibrillator battery.
c. Heather advised that Weaverham church had given us £100.00 to cover our expenses. The church themselves made ~ £500.00 which is not as much as they normally make.
d. Jim asked if we had received anything from the NAC concert in Mold? Elaine said not yet. We should know next Monday.
e. The accounts were approved. 

6.  Social Group Report: In the absence of Margrett, Elaine presented a summary of the Social group activities. Margrett has bought the sweets for Father Christmas to give out at the concert. There is a budget of £50.00 to buy the raffle prizes, raffle tickets also need to be purchased. Heather asked if Margrett needed cash now, or was going to claim the money back? Elaine said that the Choir need to be asked to provide a box of six mince pies each – in their boxes and not home made due to allergy compliance. Christine advised that 16 Choir members had put their names down for the social evening over Christmas.

7. 2024 Concerts.
a. Christmas 2024. Only 22 members of the Choir have put heir names down for the concert. Elaine asked that the availability sheet go out again, but it was recognised that out of the 37 choir members who regularly sing on Tuesdays, 9 have indicated that they will be away.
b. Christmas. 
i. 13 members have indicated that they will sing at Sainsburys
ii. 11 have said they will sing at Tarporley Garden Centre. Jim was asked to send out a message to choir expressing concerns about the low numbers singing at all three Christmas venues.
iii. Carol asked whether the Joshua Tree have a banner that we could employ to advertise the Charity for whom we are raising funds?
iv. Social evening – Attendees were asked to pay £5.00 each to cover the cakes, biscuits and prizes. Bring your own drinks and glasses. Janice said that she was assisting Margrett in buying the prizes.
v. Helsby golf club lunch. Booked for 26th January. Heather suggested that members could pay for their tickets directly into the bank.
8. Any Other Business:
a. Carol asked if we could sing more as a horseshoe as that was more typical of how we end up singing? Alistair asked why not swing round 90 degrees so that we are closer together? Jim observed that it was always the case that in concerts we end up packed into a tighter space than we allow ourselves at concerts. We need to have a discussion with Margaret. 
b. Christine expressed her frustration about the low numbers who wish to sing in concerts. Surely the expectation is that if you are in a Choir, you wish to sing? 
c. Alan raised the issue of the chairs at rehearsal. Why a few members put out rows and rows of chairs for late arrives to sit on? Why doesn’t each member place their own chair?
d. It was agreed that the AGM be held on 18th February.
e. Elaine noted that we have a large stock of music which might prove more useful to another Choir. Sue advised that there is a web site where music can be swapped, or sold. Does Margaret know of it?
9. Date of the next meeting is Thursday 23rd January 2025
