KELSBORROW CHOIR

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held on 18th  February 2025 at Ashton Hayes Village Hall at 7:15 pm
MINUTES

1. Present: 24 members of the Choir membership were present for the AGM.
2. Apologies: Debbie Hughes, Graham Fifoot, Malen Johnson and John Davies sent their apologies.
3. Minutes: There was one correction to the 2024 minutes noted by Elaine; It is the ballet group, not Ashton Sings who use the piano. With this correction, acceptance of the minutes of the meeting held on the 29th February 2024 was proposed by Christine Tickell and seconded by John Willis. They were signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters Arising: Elaine reported that discussions regarding the possibility of a noise abating curtain between the mirror room and the hall had been squashed due to concerns over it being a fire hazard.
5. Chairman’s Report: The Chairman presented her report to the meeting.
6. Musical Director’s Report: Margaret Corlett presented her report. Margaret thanked Lynne for her continued support. Thanks were also offered to Elaine and the Committee for their work behind the scenes. Margaret expressed her sadness that this was her final AGM as MD. After arriving as a stand in for the pianist 15 years ago, and then moving to MD 5 years later, Margaret thanked the Choir for making her so welcome. The Choir now needs to pursue the recruitment of a replacement MD and indeed new singing members. Elaine thanked Margaret for her much appreciated leadership and wished her well for the future.

a. On the matter of a new MD Elaine reported on efforts made to date. 3 possible candidates had been approached but neither were available. Suggestions were made as to groups who may have candidates on their books – Cheshire University Music Department, The Hammond School, Queens School.  Suggestions were made about advertising in the NAC magazine. John Willis suggested the Cathedral choir school? Elaine pointed out that the Choir has its 70th anniversary in 2026 so we cannot fail now. Christine reported that she had put an advert in Around Ashton. 
7. Treasurer’s Report: Heather Oulton presented the annual accounts for discussion and requested questions from the floor.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Margrett Barnes and seconded by Christine Tickell.
8. 2025 Subscriptions: Heather presented a budget projection for the year which showed that the accounts would be maintained at their current levels with a subscription of £115.00 per annum.  Heather asked for suggestions. The question was asked as to how many paid up members are there? Christine advised that there are 37 Members. Christine Tickell proposed that we accept the £115.00 pa subscription, seconded by Sue Witter.
9. Resignations from the Committee: The meeting was advised that there are no resignations from the Choir.  Elaine noted that sadly we have lost Irene Wilkinson.  She was an amazing lady who made significant contribution to choir life. 
10. Election of Officers for 2023.
It was noted that there is presently a vacancy for the role of publicity officer.

Chairman.  Alan Burgess took the Chair for the Election of the Chairman.

	Role
	Nominee
	Proposed
	Seconded

	Chairman
	Elaine Campey
	Sylvia Rigby
	Jenny Burkhill-Howarth

	Secretary
	Jim Edwards
	Sylvia Rigby
	Jenny Burkhill-Howarth

	Treasurer
	Heather Oulton
	Jan Jones
	Malen Johnson

	Stage Manager
	Christine Tickell
	Sylvia Rigby
	Jenny Burkhill-Howarth

	Publicity
	Vacancy
	
	

	Librarian
	Sue Witter
	Christine Tickell
	Janice Anderson

	Social group rep.
	Margrett Barnes
	Alan Burgess
	Liz Casey

	Committee
	Janice Anderson
	Sue Witter
	Jim Edwards

	Committee
	Alan Burgess
	Veronica Barnett
	Sue Witter

	Committee
	Alistair Cowley
	Sue Witter
	Lesley Dodds

	Section Leaders
	
	
	

	Sopranos
	Jance Anderson
	
	

	Contraltos
	Anne Parfrement
	
	

	Male Sections
	Alan Burgess
	
	


11. Items for consideration: 
a. Margrett noted that the social lunch at Helsby Golf Club had been cancelled due to the chef having resigned. After a show of hands it was agreed that we would try to re-plan for April.
b. Elaine expressed her disappointment that we had thought that the sale of concert tickets for the concert on 29th March was sorted but it transpires that Martin of Ashton Sings is now also holding a folk concert in the Village Hall to raise funds for the pub. This will negatively impact our own ticket sales.

c. Elaine noted that 2026 will be the Choir’s 70th anniversary, which is 18 months away. An anniversary concert and dinner are envisaged to celebrate the event.

d. The meeting noted and discussed the choir numbers and agreed that we need a recruitment campaign.  Various advertising possibilities in the area were suggested; the Committee will take this forward.

e. Jill Bird asked, how do we decide what to sing? Margaret advised that she has bought several pieces of new music over the years, but each new piece takes time to learn, so we can only pick so many in each year. Jenny pointed out that poor attendance does not help when we are trying to learn new pieces. Alan countered by saying that the music is on the web site so if you cannot attend, you can still practice at home.
12. The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
