KELSBORROW CHOIR
COMMITTEE MEETING on Thursday 2nd July 2015 in Ashton Hayes at 

7.30 pm

MINUTES

Present : Elaine Campey [Chair], Jim Edwards, Heather Oulton, Dave Penny,  Bruce Guy, Margrett Barnes,  Anne Shepherd, Rosina Williams, Joan Pidgeon.
1. Apologies: Malen Johnson, Alan Burgess, Peter Dalton, Suzanne Robinson, Barrie Lockwood.
2. Minutes:  Minutes of the meeting held on the 28th May  2015, were approved and signed. One correction was noted – Christine Tickell had not been present at the meeting on the 28th.
3. Matters Arising: Nothing was noted
4. Correspondence: Jim informed the meeting that no correspondence of note had been received since the last meeting.
5. Treasurer’s Report: Heather informed the meeting that the Social Group’s Afternoon Tea/Beetle drive event had, as planned, broken even.  Tickets were still available for the canal dinner event, and it might yet break even.
6. Future Concerts:
Nepal.  Jim informed the meeting that the dates which the organiser (Kaz Anderson) had come back with did not meet those which Kelsborrow Choir were available.  It was noted then that we would not be participating.  Writers Note.  Since the meeting Kaz had come back and stated that the concert would now be on 16th October in Theatr Clwyd.  I am waiting for responses from Margaret, Peter and Ian as to their availability.
St Giles, Wrexham. Dave Penny said that he had not yet made contact with the venue.  |AP01DP|.
Wallasay Ladies Choir. Jim took and action to make contact with the choir Director –Peter Mills |AP02JDE|  Jim took a further action to make contact with Cheshire Search and Rescue. |AP03JDE| .

Hospice of the Good Shepherd.  Elaine informed the meeting that Isobel Hughes had approached the charity Committee offering the support of the Kelsborrow Choir. The Hospice were delighted at the suggestion as they are planning on raising £1M in 2016.  The suggestion was a joint concert between Kelsborrow Choir and musicians held in Chester Cathedral as a Hospice fundraiser and as a celebration of the Choir’s 60th anniversary. Dave Penny questioned the fees which the Cathedral will charge but Elaine pointed out that as the Bishop is a trustee of the Hospice, it might be available for free.  May 2016 was suggested as a possible date for the concert.  Dave Penny mentioned that we might get the services of the Cheshire Police Band for free.  Jim agreed to investigate their availability.  |AP04JDE|.  Elaine suggested that the 60th Celebrations per se required a steering committee.  Suggested members were Elaine, Ian Oulton, Suzanne Robinson, Anne Shepherd, Isobel Hughes, Irene Wilkinson and Barrie Lockwood. Anne updated the meeting with progress so far on a celebratory dinner.  Several venues had been visited – Cheshire View, Chester Grosvenor, Mill, DoubleTree, Willington hotel and Mollington Banastre.  Having been impressed with the latter venue, a decision had been taken to book the 17th September 2016.
Music Committee.  Elaine gave the meeting an update of the meeting which had taken place recently.  The meeting had selected a number of entertaining pieces for the forthcoming season and, Elaine, Margaret, Peter and Ian had agreed to meet again in August. Bruce Guy expressed a hope that the list included some solemn pieces.  
Christmas 2015.  Elaine informed the meeting that both Margaret and Ian had agreed to look out for soloists to perform at the St Giles concert, and again at Christmas.  Clearly though this cannot begin until school resumes in September. Dave pointed out that wasn’t room for another choir on the stage so we’re looking at a vocalist of soloist. It was agreed that tickets for the Christmas concert need to go on sale around the beginning of September.
7. Social Group. Barrie had informed Elaine that after the Dinner Cruise, the next social function was likely to be a race night in October.  Either Tarvin or Kelsall community centres . 
8. Any Other Business:
a. Chester in Concert.  Rosina stated that she had been asked why Kelsborrow doesn’t get invited to participate.  Matt Baker had reported that he invites a lot of choirs to participate but it’s not known why Kelsborrow doesn’t appear to be invited.  Jim agreed to write to Matt asking to be included in future events |AP05JDE|. Dave pointed out that he didn’t believe that Kelsborrow were up to the quality to be able to perform at such an event.
b. Dave expressed his disquiet at the way rehearsals were being run currently.  He felt that Peter was interrupting too often during a piece and that the choir weren’t ever getting through the pieces without interruption.  Anne Shepherd agreed.  Dave went onto add that members clearly are not doing their homework.  Elaine pointed out that no-one was complaining to her . Bruce added that the discipline was poor again – too much talking.
Date of Next Meeting.

Thursday 3rd September 2015in Elaine’s House at 7:30.
