KELSBORROW CHOIR
COMMITTEE MEETING on Wednesday 1st June 2016 at Old Hall Court, Ashton at 7.30 pm

MINUTES

Present : Elaine Campey [Chair], Jim Edwards, Heather Oulton, Bruce Guy, Rosina Williams, Malen Johnson, Isabelle Hughes, Joan Pidgeon, and Peter Dalton 
1. Apologies: Alan Burgess, Suzanne Robinson, Margrett Barnes, David Penny, Maddy Swan Manning, Ian Oulton, Barry Lockwood.
2. Minutes:  Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st April 2016, were approved and signed- with the following amendment 

a. –The Hospice of the Good Shepherd are raising money to build a day therapy unit.
b. Correct the spelling - Mollington Banastre.

3. Matters Arising: There were no matter arising from those minutes which required discussion.
4. Correspondence: A letter had been received from the Hospice of the Good Shepherd thanking the Choir for the concert at the Cathedral on Saturday 7th May.
5. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather presented the accounts for discussion. Elaine asked how many members have yet to pay their subs?  Heather replied about 10 have yet to pay. Rosina advised the meeting that the lottery had been going for 10 years now. Elaine queried the outgoing sum of £8.46 against the anniversary dinner.  It was for the purchase of sample table gifts. Rosina asked when the money needed to be in for the dinner?  Not yet – quite close to the dinner date.  Elaine confirmed that 126 choir members/guests were coming to the dinner.
6. Cathedral Concert Review:  The total number of tickets for the concert came in at 501 –
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Heather noted that the £783.00 raised by the raffle was a very good result and that some of the guests had wanted to pay for their tickets.  The evening raised a total of £7,685.08.  Elaine thanked everyone who had worked so hard to make the evening a success.  It was suggested that we donate £5,000.00 to the Hospice, with possibly more in the future, once all of the remaining bills were paid.  Heather noted that there was uncertainty about the fee to be paid to the Performing Rights Society – it could be £199.95 less £50.00 to be paid by the Cathedral. Heather said she would contact the Cathedral to determine what the PRS bill is actually going to be. |AP01-HO|.
Isabelle outlined the problems which had clouded the afternoon; caused largely by the Cathedral staff.  Elaine asked Isabelle to draft a letter of complaint for her to review prior to submission.  A brief discussion on whether the Choir would choose to return should the need or opportunity arise, concluded that given there was so few alternative venues in Chester that possibly yes we would. In conclusion it was agreed that Isabelle would invite a representative from the Hospice to a Choir night so that we could present a cheque. |AP02- IH|.
7. Future Concerts: 
Sunday 21st August – St Elian Church, Llanelian.  Organisation was being undertaken by the church so there is nothing for us to arrange.  Tickets aren’t being sold as far as we know
Saturday 1st October – Kelsall Methodist Church. Again no tickets being sold but there will be a collection plate on the way out.
8. Social Group:  Malen and Rosina both commented on how nice the Fish and Chip supper had been. Malen noted that Spen had offered to host a curry evening in Hooton.  With the anniversary dinner would that be enough social events this year?  For 2017, would the emphasis for social events be purely social or would there need to be a measure of fund-raising?  Malen asked if there was any interest in a Choir tour next year?  Elaine confirmed that yes the Choir would love to tour but it’s a lot of work and who would organise it?  It would also require a lot of fundraising as it’s an expensive business.  Also where would we tour?  Elaine further noted that a singing tour is better than simply a social away weekend.  Isabelle offered to investigate where we might tour in 2017. |AP03- IH|
Regarding the anniversary dinner Elaine was pleased to note that virtually all of the Choir were attending the dinner.
9. Any Other Business: 
It was noted that the Choir minutes were taking a long time to reach the web-site.  Jim pointed out that Alan had shown him how to upload to the web-site, but he needed reminding.  |AP04- AB|
Christmas 2016.  The following events were already planned for Christmas –

Christmas Eve at Nunsmere – It is in the diary but Jim should drop them an e-mail just to confirm. |AP05- JE|.

Light up a life – 27th November on the River Dee in Chester.

Pryors Hayes Golf Club – 9th December – Mince pies and mulled wine.

Carol Singing at Sainbury’s in Great Boughton and possibly Ellesmere Port?

Round Table – Jim to make an approach to see if they want us to sing again at their charity lunch. |AP06- JE|
Christmas Concert.  – Elaine has approached Chris White (Alpraham Singers) to see if he is prepared to perform as a soloist - waiting for a response. – possibly dueting with Debbie?
Date of Next Meeting.  Thursday 1st September 2016 in Margrett’s  House (13 Highbank Road, Kingsley) at 7:30.
